
 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

December 7, 2007 

 

 

TO: NCAA Divisions I, II and III Women’s Basketball Coordinators of Officials. 

 

FROM: Mary Struckhoff 

 National Coordinator of Women’s Basketball Officiating 

 

 Debbie Williamson 

 Secretary Rules Editor. 

 

SUBJECT: Women’s Basketball Coordinators of Officials Telephone Conference 

Minutes. 

 

 

Welcome. (Mary Struckhoff) 

 

 Conference roll call was taken. All Division I conferences were represented 

on the call. 

 

 

Rules Interpretations and Clarifications . (Debbie Williamson) 

 

1. Leslie Danehy introduction. 

 

a. Ms. Danehy has joined our team as Associate Director of Playing 

Rules Administration. She replaces Heather Perry who took a job as 

Assistant Commissioner for Championships at the PAC-10.  

 

b. Ms. Danehy comes to us from Cabrini College where she served as 

Director of Athletics for six years.  

 

 

2. Case Book feedback. 

 

a. The case book is available online. There are no new case plays in the 

case book.  

 

b. This book is intended as a tool for officials and we would appreciate 

any feedback, positive or negative, so that we can refine this document. 

 

c. Please forward any comments to Ms. Williamson 

(williamsondebbie@yahoo.com). 

mailto:williamsondebbie@yahoo.com
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3. Rules change proposal form.  

 

a. Rules change proposals are due Friday, February 1. The form can be obtained from the 

ESO Web site. Please fax those to Leslie Danehy at 317/917-6800.  

 

b. Those with suggestions for rules changes or revisions should submit the required form 

by the aforementioned deadline.  Suggestions will be compiled and presented to the 

rules committee for consideration.  

 

c. Also note that editorial changes are equally important. Any editorial changes should be 

e-mailed to Ms. Williamson.  

 

 

4. Interpretations posted on Web site. 

 

a. The first interpretation addresses the headband rule (Rule 3-5.13). This interpretation 

reiterates what was presented at the NCAA clinics this fall and also provides 

clarification for issues presented by officials at the clinics. Of special importance is the 

fact that players must all wear the same color headband and any item that goes around 

the entire head, regardless of texture. A note of clarification was added stating that only 

one headband may be worn. Lastly, the one manufacturer or institutional logo that is 

permissible may only appear once on the headband. 

 

b. The second interpretation addresses a team delay. Delays have been defined and 

located in Rule 4-17. Within this rule is an article stating that only the four delays noted 

in Article 2 require a team warning. Two of these delays are addressed in this 

interpretation. 

 

1) Repeatedly delaying the game by preventing the ball from being promptly put 

into play, such as delaying the administration of a throw-in or free throw by 

engaging in a team huddle anywhere on the playing court (Rule 4-17.1.d). The 

statement at the end of this rule that states “...except for when the resumption of 

play method is employed” is an error and should be removed (it is included in the 

list of posted corrections). 

 

2) The team delay for reaching through the boundary states that after a team 

warning has been issued, the opponents of the thrower-in shall not have any part 

of their person beyond the vertical inside plane of any boundary before the ball 

has crossed that boundary line (Rule 10-3.7). Clearly a warning must be issued 

before this player/substitute technical foul can be assessed for breaking the 

boundary. An interpretation has been issued stating that when a player reaches 

through the boundary and contacts the player or the ball, only the final act of 

touching the player or the ball shall be penalized and this player/substitute 



NCAA MEMORANDUM 

December 7, 2007 

Page No. 3 

_________ 

 

 

 

 

technical foul shall also serve as the team warning, if a previous warning has not 

been issued. 

 

 

5. Women’s Basketball Coaches Association information.  

 

a. The WBCA’s most recent publication includes an article on legal guarding position. 

Another rules article will be submitted in January for the next issue. We are excited and 

appreciative of this opportunity and welcome any suggestions from you on possible 

rule topics to be shared with coaches through this venue.  

 

b. Think Pink. A rule waiver has been granted to permit players to wear pink headbands 

regardless of the color of the uniform during Think Pink week in February. All other 

requests for pink items such as pink uniforms, shooting shirts, socks, logos on the court 

and/or game ball do not require rule waivers and may be used provided they meet rule 

requirements noted in rule 3-5. There has been no waiver for officials to wear pink 

shirts. However, there are no rules governing the color of the whistle or shoe laces so 

these items are permitted provided the crew is uniform in appearance. 

 

c. The WBCA convention will again take place at the NCAA Women’s Final Four in 

Tampa. Meetings are already being scheduled at the convention with conferences and 

coaches to discuss rules changes/proposals. We will communicate those conferences 

who have scheduled meetings with their coaches and may ask you to reach out to your 

conference administrators in an effort to assist us with scheduling. 

 

 

6. Rules waivers/illegal uniforms. 

 

a. Please notify Ms. Williamson of any illegal uniforms/player equipment (arm sleeves, 

tights, etc.).  

 

b. An undershirt is considered to be part of the game jersey and must be a color similar to 

that of the game jersey (Rule 3-5.11). When the undershirt is not a color similar to that 

of the game jersey, it must be removed regardless of whether or not the player says that 

she is using the undershirt as a bra.  

 

c. While there are no rule restrictions regarding bras, there are specific rule restrictions 

regarding undershirts and players must comply.  

 

d. This message will be shared with coaches through the WBCA team captains in an 

effort to communicate the rule so that officials will not have to determine what is or is 

not a bra. 
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Points of Emphasis. (Struckhoff) 

 

1. Ball-handler/dribbler. 

 

a. Crews are addressing this point of emphasis, but could be more consistent in its 

application throughout the game. 

 

b. Officials must call illegal contact on the ball-handler/dribbler early in the game and 

maintain that consistency throughout.  

 

c. We must enforce this point of emphasis uniformly throughout the country without 

regard to division, conference, team ranking or individual talent – an illegal touch or 

arm bar is a foul. 

 

 

2. Post displacement. 

 

a. It appears in many cases that the offensive player is initiating much of the illegal 

contact occurring in the post – with the defense just trying to establish or maintain 

position. 

 

b. Officials must see the entire play and call the first foul. 

 

c. Call the displacement foul whenever it occurs despite the location of the ball or the 

“perceived” impact on the play. 

 

3. Bench decorum. 

 

a. It appears most coaches are adhering to the guidelines regarding staying in the 

coaching box. 

 

b. However, there appears to be a belief that coaches may behave any way they choose, 

provided they don’t swear at an official or leave their box. Demonstratively stomping 

the feet, excessive gesturing, continually expressing displeasure with calls, etc., are all 

examples of inappropriate behaviors. Officials must decide if these actions are minor 

(warn the coach) or egregious ( assess a technical foul). These types of actions must not 

be ignored by the crew. 

 

c. In addition, a timeout (called or media) is not an opportunity to charge an official and 

behave inappropriately. If the coach has a question or wishes to appropriately express a 

concern, the official should listen while walking the coach back to the huddle. If the 

actions of the coach are inappropriate, assess a warning or technical foul based on the 

severity of the situation. 

 



NCAA MEMORANDUM 

December 7, 2007 

Page No. 5 

_________ 

 

 

 

 

4. Traveling. 

 

a. Officials are doing an excellent job of enforcing the traveling rule. 

 

b. However, continue to be diligent in finding the pivot foot. Just because a move looks 

funny does not make it illegal. Finding the pivot foot will provide the official with the 

necessary information to enforce the rule properly. 

 

 

5. Legal guarding position – “flopping.” 

 

a. There appears to be an increase in the number of defensive players “flopping” in order 

to draw a charge call.  

 

b. Officials are taught to referee the defense, which certainly provides assistance in 

getting this call correct. However, we cannot ignore the actions of the offensive player 

in this situation.  

 

c. When the offensive player is able to stop her forward (horizontal) momentum or stop 

and transfer that momentum upward (vertically), the contact is likely incidental. If the 

defensive player goes down or backward, it is likely a “flop.” There is no penalty for a 

“flop,” however, if the “flopper” is on the floor and the offensive player stumbles over 

them or is impeded in any way, a foul should be called since this is an illegal defensive 

position. 

 

d. When the offensive player’s movement continues forward (horizontal) and contact 

occurs with a legally established defender, a player-control foul has occurred. 

 

 

General Officiating Issues. (Struckhoff)  

 

1. Crew and table communication. 

 

a. Crews must communicate with each other when there is uncertainty regarding a goal 

being a two- or three-point basket. This falls under a correctable error for erroneously 

counting or canceling a score and must be corrected within the correctable error 

timeframe (see video bulletin #1). If the crew correctly signals a two (or a three) and 

the scorer mistakenly marks down the opposite, a scoring mistake has occurred. This 

mistake may be corrected (with the assistance of the monitor, if available) anytime 

before the final score has been approved. 

 

b. When any type of delay occurs that will receive a warning, the official should blow the 

whistle, verbalize the warning and then clearly communicate with the scorer what is to 

be recorded in the scorebook.  

 

c. When any type of technical foul is assessed, it is important for the calling official (or 

someone on the crew) to approach the table and inform the scorer exactly how to record 
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the penalty. Scorers may not be familiar with the rules-book terms, such as a “bench 

technical,” and therefore may not know how to properly record the specifics of the 

penalty. Officials must over communicate this situation and give all the details of the 

penalty assessed ( i.e., that it counts toward the individual’s five personal fouls, toward 

the individual’s two technical fouls, toward the team-foul count and, if assessed to 

someone on the bench, counts as one of three indirect fouls toward the head coach). 

Officials must not assume the scorer knows how to record these situations, especially 

given the newness of the rule. 

 

 

2. Stoppages in play. 

 

a. A reminder that officials shall not stop play when a player loses a shoe, unless it poses 

an immediate danger to participants.  

 

b. The shoeless player has several options: 1) take the time necessary during playing 

action to put the shoe back on; 2) play shoeless until the next stoppage in play; or 3) 

call a team timeout to remedy the situation. 

 

c. An official does not have the authority to stop play in this situation. 

 

 

3. Conditioning levels. 

 

a. Many officials have worked extremely hard to slim down and improve their foot speed. 

That hard work and dedication is noticed and commended. 

 

b. However, although early in the season, some officials appear injured and/or unable to 

keep up with play.  

 

c. It is imperative that officials who are injured contact their coordinators and make them 

aware of the situation. 

 

d. We must make the game the priority and be physically prepared to perform at a level 

comparable to that put forth by the participants. 

 

 

ESO Officiating Web Site. (Struckhoff) 

 

1. Required exam reports. 

 

a. The commentary is posted for the required exam. 

 

b. A “by the numbers” document was also posted with some general scoring information 

about the exam. 
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c. Conferences will receive their individual officials’ scoring reports by the end of this 

week or early next week.  

 

 

2. Rules/mechanics/video quizzes. 

 

a. The first rules exam will be posted soon.  

 

b. We will begin our bi-weekly quiz postings after the holidays. 

 

c. We also hope to utilize video quizzes this year. A video clip will be the “question” and 

the official will be expected to make the appropriate call. 

 

 

3. Information postings. 

 

a. Any other information to share with officials will be posted. 

 

b. Be sure to notice the dates on informational items. Some documents have the same title 

as a previous posting, but a different as-of date. 

 

c. Corrections to the rules book and the manual were posted on the Web site November 

21 under the Rules Book heading. 

 

 

4. Video clips. 

 

a. Coordinators and officials are encouraged to submit any video clip that would be 

educational and beneficial for the site. 

 

b. Video is extremely beneficial for officials, but very labor intensive and difficult to 

accomplish. Any assistance from coordinators or officials with identifying clips would 

be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

Other Business. 

 

1. Coaches with concerns regarding rules or points of emphasis. 

 

a. Some coaches have expressed concerns to their game officials regarding points of 

emphasis, specifically illegal contact on the ball-handler/dribbler. If a coach has a 

concern over a point of emphasis, any old or new rule or how these items were 

determined, these concerns are best expressed to coordinators, WBCA conference 

captains and members of the rules committee. 
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b. Officials are not responsible for what is in the book or what is being expected of them 

to enforce. Officials are only the messengers and not the proper sounding board for 

expressing these types of concerns. 

 

c. Last spring when conferences met via conference call or in person at the Women’s 

Final Four regarding potential rules changes and guidelines, illegal contact on the ball-

handler/dribbler was specifically discussed. Coaches overwhelmingly stated that the 

guideline should remain the same and that they truly just wanted it called consistently. 

This is exactly what officials are attempting to do. 

 

d. Coordinators are encouraged to reach out to their coaches and explain the process for 

expressing concerns and suggesting possible rules changes. 

 

 

2. November/December technical foul reports. 

 

a. The template for recording November/December technical fouls was sent to each 

coordinator at the beginning of the season. 

 

b. Ms Struckhoff will send it out again toward the end of the December as a reminder to 

complete and submit the form. Separate forms for January and February will also be 

requested at the appropriate time. 

 

c. This information provides valuable feedback to the rules committee and the 

conferences in assessing if points of emphasis and rules are effective and being 

enforced properly. 

 

d. Clarification: Conferences should indicate on the form when any technical foul is 

assessed in a contest assigned by that conference; it does not matter if the penalty is 

assessed to the home or visiting coach/player/team. The purpose of the report is to 

determine how many total technical fouls have been assessed in a particular timeframe. 

 

 

3. Regional Advisor game summaries. 

 

a. Many coordinators have already received the first wave of game reports submitted by 

the regional advisors or the national coordinator. 

 

b. These reports are being submitted as a means of communicating to the 

commissioners and coordinators that an NCAA representative has attended a game in 

that particular conference, as well as to provide general observations about the crew 

and game. 

 

c. If any serious issues are witnessed in the contest, a phone call from Ms Struckhoff 

will still be the communication procedure, as was the case last year. 
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The National Collegiate Athletic Association 

December 7, 2007 MS/DW:rak 

d. Compiled reports will be e-mailed to commissioners and coordinators every 7 to 10 

days during the season. 

 

 

Future Calls/Meeting Schedule. 

 

1. Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. Eastern time. 

 

2. Tuesday, February 5, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. Eastern time. 

 

3. Saturday, April 5, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. Eastern time (Final Four Meeting in Tampa). 

 

 

MS/DW:rak 

 

cc: NCAA Divisions I, II and III Conference Commissioners 

 NCAA Division I Women’s Basketball Committee  

 NCAA Women’s Basketball Rules Committee 

 Selected NCAA Staff Members 


